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to discuss ; but at the very least it must be admitted that the
opposition to this particular Home Rule Bill was well
grounded, and there was much to be said against it even by
those who were convinced that the Union of hearts could only
be brought about by Parliamentary separation. The Home
Rule Bill settled nothing on a permanent basis, left all the
old controversies open ; its very preamble, declaring the
supremacy of the British Parliament, was an offence to the
Irish, and would have created entirely new differences and
difficulties for future statesmen.
At all events, there was a great deal to be said, and the
junior member for Dublin University was constantly saying
it. The Bill, which was introduced by Mr. Gladstone on the
13th February, did not pass its third reading in the Commons
until the ist September, the House enjoying no summer
recess. The Opposition were determined to make the task as
difficult as possible, if not impossible, for the Government.
A cloture motion, drastically curtailing discussion, and
setting a time-table for the Bill, was carried. Even then,
before the Bill went through, 459 speeches were delivered for
the Bill and 938 against it : the former took 57^ hours, and
the latter 152% hours of Parliamentary time. The Govern-
ment only had a possible majority of forty, and the Irish
party was split between the orthodox and Parnell fac-
tions : the latter were not to be relied on, and Redmond
described the Bill as an " ugly toad, bearing a precious jewel
on its forehead." But Mr. Gladstone was assisted by the most
able and despotic Government Chief Whip of his time,
Mr. Edward Marjoribanks. His Highland retainers knew all
the Liberal members by sight, and were posted like sentries
at every possible place of egress from the House ; they had
orders to send back any Liberal to the Chief's office who tried
to escape " unpaired " ; by this means and by ruthless party
discipline he gave the Prime Minister a safe majority
throughout the hundreds of divisions that took place during
these stormy and drawn-out proceedings,
Carson was one of the most persistent members of the
Opposition ; by September he was practically leading it ; he
spoke countless times at every stage of the Bill, except the